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https://www.meskerparkzoo.com/


 

Mesker Park Zoo and Botanic Garden is committed to conservation of our wildlife and the environment we share. We seek engaging educational 

interactions with guests with the goal of enhancing their experience at the Zoo, and increasing their empathy and awareness about the 

environmental issues we all face.  Volunteers have a significant role in that success.   

 

Many people volunteer with their church, school, scout, work, or civic group to help with a special event or grounds project for a day, and no 

special training is required to do that.  Others want to volunteer at the Zoo on a more regular basis, and should complete the training they need to 

serve in the roles they seek.  There are a few types of volunteers at the Zoo… 

 

Volunteers 

There are many opportunities to volunteer 

at the Zoo, including special events, 

botanical projects, guest interaction, and 

educational programs for both the young 

and the young at heart. Our volunteer 

program is diverse and flexible to meet 

your needs.  You can begin your volunteer 

path assisting with general projects and 

events on zoo grounds with minimal 

training, or advance to ambassador animal 

handling or educational programming with 

specialized training.  One can begin for as 

little as 6 hours of training & 20 hours /yr.  

Docents 

Docents are adult volunteers that interact 

with guests to enhance their zoo 

experience. Docents have completed 

specialized training to provide educational 

interpretation of exhibits, bio facts, and 

animals throughout the zoo to teach about 

wildlife, environment, and conservation 

topics.  Docents also conduct programs to 

schools, scout groups, summer campers, 

senior citizens, and civic organizations in 

our community. Docents must be at least 

18 years old, a Zoo member, and complete 

training requirements for level desired.  

 

Zooteens 

High school students 14-18 years of age 

can become Zooteens. They help staff and 

Docents with projects, educational 

activities, summer camps, and events. Our 

Zooteen program offers opportunities to 

interact with animals, meet like-minded 

teens, and gain beneficial experiences to 

help them find their paths as young adults. 

Zooteens can apply in the spring of their 

freshman year, and reapply annually to 

serve through the summer of their senior 

year. A Zooteen can begin for as little as 6 

hours of training & 40 hours per year.   

Zooteen today, your way! 

See below for the Zooteen program structure, and on the reverse side for the training schedule. The program is adapted to staff and volunteer 

needs, so be sure to seek out the most recent version from the website. Apply at www.meskerparkzoo.com.   
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